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Note 


Companion volumes about our national government by Earl 
Schenck Miers are THE WHITE HOUSE AND THE PRESI- 
DENCY and THE CAPITOL AND OUR LAWMAKERS. 
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A fingerprint expert marks points of iden- 
tification on latent and inked fingerprints 
which will be used as evidence in a court 
trial. (Color photo on page 1 .) 



All photographs courtesy Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washington, D. C. 


More than collecting clues, 
finding the criminal, and on 
occasion “shooting it out” 
with him, the FBI agent 
must also be ready to assist 
with his testimony in court 
in order to obtain conviction 
of the guilty. 


A training class for finger- 
print technicians is conducted 
under the auspices of the 
Technical Section, FBI Identi- 
fication Division, Washington. 



The Hollow Nickel 


“I’m collecting,” Jimmy said. 

The woman who opened the door at 
3403 Foster Avenue in Brooklyn, New 
York smiled with pleasant recognition 
at the boy who delivered the Daily 
Eagle. The date was June 22, 1953, a 
Monday. As so often happens when 
newsboys come “collecting,” neither 
Jimmy nor his customer had the right 
change, but a neighbor finally supplied 
the proper amount and Jimmy went on 
his way, a happy young businessman. 

When a boy “serves” papers, as 
Jimmy did, the fun is in the money he 
makes. He likes to jingle the coins in 
his pocket. If, all at once, a coin seems 
to have a “peculiar ring,” Jimmy will 
know it, probably with a sickening feel- 
ing in his stomach over having been 
“gypped.” 

On that June night, among the coins 
4 


Jimmy had collected, one seemed sus- 
piciously light when he balanced the 
five-cent piece on the middle finger of 
his left hand. The coin dropped to the 
floor and fell apart! 

If Jimmy was sore, no one could 
blame him. But then, Jimmy also was 
fascinated, for when the two sides of his 
worthless nickel separated, a small strip 
of film was revealed. Jimmy talked — 
what newsboy wouldn’t? And a story as 
unusual as this was certain to be re- 
peated: by a girl Jimmy knew; by her 
father, who happened to be a police of- 
ficer; by a detective, in whom he con- 
fided. The detective secured both halves 
of the nickel and the microphotograph; 
with good sense, he sent them to the 
New York office of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. 

In time Jimmy’s “hollow nickel” and 




A scale model of a 
street scene, for use in 
a trial, is meticulously 
constructed by techni- 
cians of the FBI Exhibits 
Section. 
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The FBI Training School has a “crime 
scene" room where hypothetical 
crimes take place and where agents 
are instructed in proper examination 
and criminal investigation. 


Tracer bullets provide a spectacular 
display as agents fire machine guns 
during firearms practice at night. 






film strip reached the building at the cor- 
ner of Ninth Street and Pennsylvania 
Avenue in Washington, D.C. that 
houses the United States Department of 
Justice and the headquarters of the FBI. 
Here a team of experts went to work on 
the newsboy’s mystery, but it required 
four years and a touch of luck before 
the puzzle was pierced. 

Certain facts were known almost at 
once. While such coins are common- 
place among magicians, this coin was 
too thinly hollowed to hide anything but 
a tiny piece of paper or film, thus mak- 
ing it worthless in performing tricks. On 
one side Jimmy’s coin was a 1948 Jef- 
ferson nickel, but the reverse side had 
been made from another coin that had 
been minted during World War II when 
a shortage of nickel necessitated the use 
of a copper-silver alloy. On the 1948 
Jefferson-nickel side of the coin FBI ex- 
perts detected a tiny hole in the second 
letter of the word “trust,” so drilled that 
a fine needle or some other small prod 
could be employed in forcing the two 
parts to open. The film strip contained 
in the coin revealed a series of numbers 
arranged in ten columns, but at the time 
this microphotograph was without 
meaning. Since the typewriter that had 
produced these figures was a make un- 
known to the FBI, the machine obvi- 


ously must have been manufactured 
abroad. 

As the investigation continued, other 
“strange” coins reached FBI headquar- 
ters — from New York City a half dol- 
lar so ground that smaller coins could 
be concealed under it; from Los Angeles 
a 1953 Lincoln penny that had been 
coated with nickel; from Washington, 
D.C. two hollow pennies. Years passed 
and the mystery of the newsboy’s nickel 
remained unsolved, but in crime detec- 
tion no virtue exceeds patience. One 
day, as this narrative will relate, FBI 
persistence uncovered the link between 
Jimmy’s coin and a plot to undermine 
national security. What happened there- 
after made America a bit safer for every 
citizen. 

Combating espionage certainly must 
rank foremost among the many func- 
tions of the FBI in its day-and-night war 
against all the criminal elements that 
threaten to weaken and even to destroy 
our social structure. Within certain pre- 
scribed limits, the FBI has only one 
duty: to protect the rights and freedom 
of every American citizen, no matter 
what risk is involved or whose feelings 
may be ruffled. This tradition of the FBI 
fits an historic pattern created by a stub- 
born President who was quite adept at 
matching wits with huffy Congressmen. 


How the Bureau Began 


Theodore Roosevelt — “that mad- 
man” and “that cowboy,” his enemies 
called him — brought a burst of restless 
energy to the White House. “We woke 


up every morning,” a friend of his said, 
“wondering what new adventure we 
were off on when Roosevelt was Presi- 
dent.” One of “Teddy’s” major crusades 
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in those years was breaking up big-busi- 
ness trusts in the East and thwarting 
land thievery in the West, and in both 
these enterprises he used Secret Service 
agents to good effect. In the process, 
however, Teddy was coming down hard 
on more than one set of Congressional 
toes; glowers turned into growls and 
growls into action, with the result that 
Congress passed a law forbidding the 
Department of Justice and all executive 
agencies other than the Treasury to 
employ Secret Service agencies in inves- 
tigative work. 

The Roosevelt neck and cheeks were 
famous for their flush of color under 
such circumstances; Teddy’s fists 
clenched and the eyes snapped behind 
his gold-rimmed glasses; in the White 
House, as in Congress, a glower could 
turn into a growl and a growl into ac- 
tion. The President’s response was to 
order Attorney General Charles Joseph 
Bonaparte to organize an investigative 
branch for the Department of Justice 
. . . and so, on July 26, 1908, the Bureau 
of Investigation came into existence. 

In its infancy, the Bureau followed 
the course of all human enterprises: It 
had to creep before it stood erect and 
then stumbled before it walked. New 
Congresses could enlarge the Bureau’s 
activities with the passage of the White 
Slave Traffic Act in 1910 and the Na- 
tional Motor Vehicle Theft Act in 1 9 1 9, 
but what was clearly lacking in Con- 
gress and elsewhere was an understand- 
ing of how an effective law-enforcement 
agency must be organized and operated. 
Too often, partisan politics decided the 
structure of the Bureau so that “its 
agents were appointed not on what they 


knew, but whom they knew.” Never was 
the ineptitude of the Bureau more pain- 
fully revealed than during World War I. 
Its “untrained and undisciplined” per- 
sonnel were no match for German 
saboteurs intent on blowing up vital in- 
stallations; German spies everywhere 
carried on their activities with obvious 
contempt for the effectiveness of the 
Bureau’s agents. 

The situation steadily worsened until 
Calvin Coolidge reached the White 
House. There was a tough side to this 
son of Vermont, which both the Presi- 
dent and the country needed, for one of 
Coolidge’s first big jobs was to overcome 
the stigma of corruption in government 
left by the “Teapot Dome” scandals of 
the Warren G. Harding Administration. 
Perhaps it was entirely within character 
for the flinty Coolidge to place his reli- 
ance in men of strong will. His Attorney 
General was Harlan Fiske Stone, later 
to become Chief Justice of the United 
States; and Stone, determined that the 
Department of Justice must have an in- 
vestigative branch worthy of the nation’s 
respect, found the leader he wanted in 
John Edgar Hoover, then the Bureau’s 
assistant director. 

Hoover at the time was 29 years old 
— a broad-shouldered man who did not 
really look the part of a future nemesis 
to spies, kidnappers, bank robbers and 
other assorted bad men. Born January 
1, 1895, in the District of Columbia, he 
attended the District’s public schools 
and at the age of 18 secured his first job 
as a messenger in the Library of Con- 
gress — again, small evidence that here 
walked a fellow who would grow into 
a legend. 
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The Department of 
Justice Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C., headquar- 
ters of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. 


Hoover became virtually a part of Amer- 
ican folklore, Stone’s pride would be 
pardonable, both in his choice and his 
decision. 

The changes did not come overnight. 
In those days the Bureau’s investigators 
were called “brief case agents,” for they 
were not permitted to carry weapons or 
make arrests. Clearly they lacked train- 
ing for their jobs, a fact that Hoover 
knew as well as anyone. And so he be- 
gan the task of improving the Bureau 
by weeding out the misfits. Occasionally 
a politician cried that one of his pro- 
teges had been misused; the director 
simply did not listen. 

What Hoover was really seeking in 
his FBI agents was a new breed of inves- 
tigator — men and women willing to 
pursue the study and to acquire the dedi- 
cation of purpose necessary to making 
law enforcement a career. In time he 
would stipulate the characteristics essen- 
tial to success in an FBI agent and other 
effective law-enforcement officers: 

“1. be ready to serve the public 
faithfully and fearlessly 24 hours a day. 

“2. uphold the rights of every in- 
dividual within the law. 

“3. strive diligently to secure the 
evidence to free the innocent as well as 
convict the guilty. 


J. Edgar Hoover, Direc- 
tor of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, U. S. 
Department of Justice. 


But there was a drive in J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver, a go-ahead quality that would have 
pleased old Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, who believed every young man 
needed “a fire burning in his belly.” 
Night courses at the George Washing- 
ton University enabled Hoover to earn 
both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree 
from this honored institution, and he 
was marked for advancement almost 
from that moment in 1917 when he 
started to work in the Department of 
Justice. He stuck to a task; he was ag- 
gressive, plain-spoken, intelligent. The 
Attorney General knew the kind of man 
with whom he was dealing when in 1924 
he summoned Hoover to his office. 

Stone was no bush-beater; he came to 
the point: how would Hoover like to be- 
come director of the Bureau? Hoover 
also could come to the point: the answer 
was yes, but with two conditions — he 
must have a free hand in running the 
agency, and political appointments and 
interference must end. In later years, 
when both the FBI and John Edgar 
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“4. honor his badge — never tar- 
nish it with personal misconduct, on or 
off duty. 

“5 . be courteous and friendly — 
for most citizens the only contact with 
law enforcement is to report or seek in- 
formation. 

“6. avoid favoritism — race, creed 
and influence have no place in the scales 
of justice. 


“7. act as a model to youth — help 
youngsters to be good citizens. 

“8. keep in good physical condition. 
A healthy body and mind mean better 
work. 

“9. learn more about the law- 
enforcement profession — acquiring 
knowledge is a never-ending process. 

“10. be loyal to self, organization, 
country and God.” 


On the Firing Line 


In those last years of the 1920’s, as J. 
Edgar Hoover pursued the slow, hard 
task of building up the efficiency of the 
FBI, a wave of crime and violence swept 
across America. The traffic in bootleg 
whiskey not only produced wealth and 
power for an A1 Capone in Chicago, but 



Shield of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


other cities, such as Toledo, Detroit and 
New York, also were riddled by the vice 
and terror of mobster gang rule. A kind 
of national lethargy protected these 
hoodlums; a man who, in defiance of the 
Prohibition Act, made gin in his own 
bathtub was himself a violator of the 



Seal of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
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George R. Kelly partici- 
pated in the Urschel kid- 
napping on July 22, 
1933. He was appre- 
hended on September 
26 , 1933, in Memphis, 
Tennessee, by FBI 
agents, convicted and 
sentenced to life impris- 
onment. He died in a 
penitentiary in 1954. 


GEORGE R. (“MACHINE GUN") KELLY 


POLICE PHOTO OF LESTER GILLIS “BABY FACE" NELSON 




KSWO 


law and so he looked indulgently upon 
professional lawbreakers. Stories circu- 
lated that even judges took orders from 
Capone when he telephoned from his 
headquarters in a downtown Chicago 
hotel; at times a daring bank robber or 
jail breaker seemed to acquire the 
glamour of a movie idol 

Then in 1932 occurred a crime that 
shocked the nation — the kidnapping of 
the infant son of Charles A. Lindbergh, 
everyone’s hero since that May day in 
1927 when he had piloted a single-en- 
gine plane, The Spirit of St. Louis, in a 
nonstop flight from New York to Paris. 
Congress awakened with a jolt. The 
Federal kidnapping law of 1932 gave 
FBI agents authority to pursue such 
criminals when they carried their victims 
across state lines; and soon Congress 
passed laws not only extending this 
power of pursuit to bank robbers, extor- 
tionists and other major lawbreakers 
but also giving to FBI agents the right 
to carry firearms and make arrests. 

With the FBI thus placed “on the fir- 
ing line,” J. Edgar Hoover opened his 
shooting war on crime in the traditional 
American spirit of accepting no substi- 
tute for an unconditional surrender. His 


enemy was as tough and vicious as hu- 
man imagination could produce — hell- 
cats like the Barker-Karpis mob, “Baby 
Face” Nelson, “Pretty Boy” Floyd, 
Frank Nash and his notorious cronies. 
Among the first of these mobsters that 
Hoover labeled a prime target was John 
Dillinger, a Midwestern bank robber 
and holdup artist. 

By strict definition, when the FBI 
started after Dillinger, his only Federal 
offense was transporting a stolen car 
across state lines. An obstinate pursuit 
followed. The first encounter came at 
St. Paul, Minnesota, where Dillinger 
finally escaped after forcing a surgeon at 
gun point to treat his wounds. Next the 
FBI cornered the bandit at a summer 
resort in northern Wisconsin; but Dil- 
linger, surrounded, shot his way out, 
leaving behind one man killed, two 
wounded. As once the dime novel had 
made a folk hero out of Jesse James, so 
did newspaper headlines almost distort 
the image of Dillinger upon occasion, 
but the FBI kept up its relentless chase 
and on July 22, 1934, tracked him down 
to a movie theater on Chicago’s North 
Avenue. Dyed hair, plastic surgery to 
alter the features of his face, gold- 
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KATE (“MA”) BARKER 


JOHN DILLINGER 


rimmed glasses, a mustache were among 
the devices by which John Dillinger 
sought to disguise his identity, but he 
did not mislead Samuel P. Cowley, who 
led the squad of FBI agents on that 
warm evening. They waited for two 
hours until Dillinger left the theater; he 
was shot, drawing his gun. 

A new legend, a new folk hero was 
rising in America and another mobster 

— “Machine Gun” Kelly, a kidnapper 

— helped to create both. Surrounded by 
a ring of Hoover’s stern-faced men, 
Kelly heard the shout: “We’re FBI 
agents! You’re under arrest!” Begged 
Kelly: “Don’t shoot, G-men!” 

But for these G-men — Government- 
men — the end did not always come this 
easily. “Baby Face” Nelson already had 
killed one FBI agent when he was 
caught on an Illinois highway; Nelson 
shot it out with the two G-men who cor- 
nered him, wounding both mortally, but 
not before one put a fatal slug into his 
body. An FBI agent, along with an Okla- 


Dillinger’s fingerprints, taken after he was shot and 
killed, show mutilated tips — his fruitless attempt to 
thwart identification. 


A positive identification of John Dillinger 
from his fingerprints was possible, even 
though he had mutilated them. 


RIGHT HAND 


THUMB 



INDEX FINGER 



LEFT HAND 


THUMB 



INDEX FINGER 



John Dillinger’s fingerprints, taken while he was alive. 
RIGHT HAND 


THUMB 


INDEX FINGER 




LEFT HAND 


THUMB 


INDEX FINGER 



11 



A gun recovered from a 
suspect is tagged with a la- 
bel for proper identification. 


An automatic is dusted for latent fingerprints 
by an expert in the Single-Fingerprint 
Section of the FBI Identification Division. 


homa police chief and two Kansas City 
detectives, met death in the machine-gun 
battle that ended the attempted escape 
of Frank Nash from a railroad station. 
Among those in Nash’s gang who got 
away that day was “Pretty Boy” Floyd, 
who had carved ten notches in a half 
dollar he carried, perhaps to indicate the 
number of victims who had died under 
his own flashing guns. For sixteen 
months the FBI followed Floyd; then, 
catching him, they shot it out. 

When in 1936 the brutal Alvin Karpis 
was taken alive by Director Hoover and 


agents at New Orleans, virtually an en- 
tire generation of “public enemies” had 
been eliminated, and a fine historian of 
the period, Frederick Lewis Allen, rec- 
ognized the dramatic change that had 
occurred in American life: 

“Hoover and his men became heroes 
of the day. The movies took them up, 
taught people to call them G-men, and 
presented James Cagney in the role of 
a bounding young G-man, trained in the 
law, in scientific detection, in target 
practice, and incidentally in wrestling. 
Presently mothers who had been noting 



Shown at right are eight basic fingerprint 
patterns. The enlarged essential pattern 
is shown in color above each print. 





PLAIN ARCH 


TENTED ARCH 


RADIAL LOOP 
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Latent fingerprints are scrupulously 
compared in the Assembly Section 
of the FBI Identification Division. 


with alarm that their small sons liked to 
play gangster on the street corner were 
relieved to observe that the favored part 
in these juvenile dramas was now that of 
the intrepid G-man, whose machine guns 
mowed down kidnappers and bank rob- 
bers by the score. The real G-men — 
with the not-quite-so-heavily-advertised 
aid of state and local police — contin- 
ued to follow up their triumphs until by 
the end of 1936 they could claim that 
every kidnapping case in the country 
since the passage of the Lindbergh law 
in 1932 had been closed.” 



Latent fingerprints are sometimes disclosed by use of 
carbon arc lamps. 






New Approaches to Combating Crime 


A laboratory technician analyzes stains on an envel- 
ope that contained an extortion note. 


Extensive X-ray equipment is util- 
ized to examine castings and 
metal parts in the pursuit of 
identification and legal evidence. 

Tire and shoe prints serve as means of identifica- 
tion, just as surely as fingerprints. The FBI's files of 
these prints are quite extensive, so that “tracking 
down” a shoe manufacturer or tire manufacturer 
becomes a painstaking but efficient routine. 


Whereas pictures and stories of G- 
men exchanging gunfire with famous 
desperadoes captured the public’s fancy, 
the FBI’s most effective work in law en- 
forcement in time would often occur far 
from the scenes of the actual crimes. J. 
Edgar Hoover scarcely had grown ac- 
customed to signing his name as the Bu- 
reau’s new director when he began 
thinking and planning how he could em- 
ploy scientific method and techniques in 
combating the nation’s lawbreakers. 

A first step was the establishment on 
July 1, 1924, of an Identification Divi- 
sion. Data concerning criminals was 
then scattered in many places and, quite 
sensibly, Hoover wanted one repository 
where such information could be made 
readily available. Fingerprint records of 
the National Bureau of Identification 
and of Leavenworth Penitentiary — or- 
ganizations which in the past two dec- 
ades had accumulated 810,188 prints 
— were consolidated to form the nuc- 
leus of the FBI’s new division. 

The fingerprint by then had become 
well-established as an indispensable ally 
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A suicide note, illegible be- 
cause of stains (right), is re- 
vealed when photographed 
under infrared light (left). 


in crime detection. No matter how 
quickly a criminal moved from city to 
city or from state to state, fingerprints 
were the unfailing proof of where he had 
been; a set of identical twins might baf- 
fle even their parents in telling them 
apart, but their individuality could not 
be hidden on a fingerprint card; and 
even though John Dillinger mutilated 
his fingers in an effort to disguise his 
prints, he could not hoodwink the ex- 
perts. The point, of course, was the fact 
that as long as such prints were kept only 
in local agencies, their usefulness was 
limited; but placed in a national file, 
they became watchdogs that could roam 
the length and breadth of the country 
(or of the world, for that matter). 

The wisdom behind the establishment 


of the FBI’s Identification Division can 
be measured best by the story of its 
growth: In 1932 an International Ex- 
change of fingerprint data linked twenty 
nations in the common task of ferreting 
out criminal activities; in 1939 there 
were 10,000,000 prints on file and seven 
years later ten times that number; and 
as you read these pages, the cards on 
file, reaching the division at the rate of 
some 24,000 a day, will be over 
175,000,000. Stacked one on top of an- 
other, these cards would make approxi- 
mately 116 piles as high as the Empire 
State Building. 

And what stories these cards could 
tell! A traffic violator, arrested by an 
Eastern sheriff, could not conceal from 
his fingerprint card the fact that he was 
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An automatic pistol was recovered by FBI agents 
from a suspect in the shooting of a policeman and 
submitted to the FBI Laboratory, together with the 
bullet recovered from the dead officer’s body. 
Microscopic markings on a test bullet, fired in the 
laboratory from the pistol, are compared under a 
comparison microscope with markings on the 
bullet removed from the body. This examina- 
tion discloses that both bullets were fired from 
the same gun. A microphotograph is prepared, 
depicting the comparison of the bullets. 



A technician fires the pistol into the bullet recovery 
box in the Firearms Identification Section. 



Above are photographs of the test bullet (left) and 
the murder bullet (right). 


wanted in the South on a murder charge. 
An amnesia victim was identified from 
the prints taken when he had enlisted in 
the Navy eleven years before. A 17-year- 



Preliminary examination of an automatic pistol in the 
Physics and Chemistry Section of the FBI Laboratory. 


old boy who left no fingerprints and 
committed a burglary in his bare feet 
was identified by the print of his big 
right toe. A mummified corpse, found 
in a boxcar, revealed his identity to FBI 
fingerprint experts (in many disasters, 
such as plane crashes, fingerprints sup- 
ply the only means of identifying vic- 
tims). A woman who was adopted at 
the age of three months was reunited 
with her brother after a lapse of forty- 
three years through the patient search of 
FBI experts who located the man from 
fingerprints made many years previ- 
ously. 

Fascinating and invaluable though 
fingerprint identification is, it represents 
but one way in which scientific method 
and techniques are used in combating 
crime. On November 24, 1932 a “Tech- 
nical Laboratory” — world-famous to- 
day as the “FBI Laboratory” — had its 
modest beginning with the acquisition of 
some filing cases, a microscope, ultra- 
violet light equipment and a drawing 
board. Since then this scientific arsenal 
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Photomicrograph shows the 
markings of both bullets as 
identical. The light part of the 
photograph (left) is the test 
bullet; the dark part (right) is 
the murder bullet. 


in the nation’s war against crime has 
been manned with a wide variety of spe- 
cialists who can outwit the criminal by 
startling insights into where he has been, 
where probably he is going, what he has 
done and what he can be expected to do 


next. Visitors to the FBI Laboratory in 
Washington invariably come away shak- 
ing their heads in wonderment. Only a 
fool would believe that in breaking the 
law he could for long prove a match 
against this team of dedicated experts! 






The Fighting Fronts of Science 


On more than a dozen fighting fronts 
the FBI enlists science in its war against 
the nation’s lawbreakers. Take firearms, 
for example. The chances are good that 
the FBI has a model of almost any kind 
of modern firearm that has been em- 
ployed in a crime (including weapons 
concealed in walking canes or an appar- 
ently harmless “fountain pen” that can 
shoot a gas vapor intended to blind its 
victim). To the FBI expert in firearms 
it is part of the day’s routine to identify 
the gun from which a bullet has been 
discharged; and gunpowder and shot- 
pattern tests tell him the distance from 
which the bullet was fired. Nor does his 
day’s work end here: he also can tell 
from the marks left by punches, chisels, 
axes, hammers, pry bars, drills, saws, 
wrenches, pliers and screwdrivers, 



In the Firearms Section, an expert of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation prepares for a tool mark 
examination by means of a comparison microscope. 
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Longitudinal whole mounts of human hair from differ- 
ent individuals, showing characteristic structures 
by means of increased magnification. 



The appearance of paper fibers, as viewed through 
the microscope, using transmitted light. 

among other devices, the exact tools 
criminals have used in their unlawful la- 
bors. Examinations of wood, glass, ex- 
plosives and paper matches, enable the 
firearms specialist to place a suspect at 
the scene of a murder, burglary, sabo- 
tage, arson or theft. 

The FBI experts in spectography, 
who may use an electron microscope 
permitting magnification of an object to 
100,000 times its size, specializes in the 
analysis of paint, glass, metal, plastic, 
rubber, drugs and similar materials. 
These patient scientists, working with 
such apparatus as the spectrograph and 


spectrophotometer (instruments for 
photographing a spectrum or band of 
colored light), demonstrated their pre- 
cise skill when they received from Seattle, 
Washington, the clothing of a five-year- 
old boy who had been struck down by a 
hit-and-run driver. Despite the fact that 
the lad had lain on a wind-swept, rain- 
soaked roadside for more than an hour 
and his apparel was caked with dirt and 
blood, FBI experts were able to identify 
eight layers of paint that had adhered to 
the clothes as a result of the collision 
and to tell that the outer layer of paint 
was bright purple. With this clue the 
Seattle police located both the purple 
Cadillac and driver responsible for the 
accident. 

To aid in such identifications the FBI 
maintains the National Automotive 
Paint File which contains paint speci- 
mens of the original finishes each manu- 
facturer places on his automobiles — an 
invaluable repository that often has en- 
abled the police, working with a small 
fragment of paint left at the scene by a 
hit-and-run driver, to establish the year 
and make of the car involved. 

Serology, or the identification of 
blood whether human or animal, has 
trapped more than one criminal (and 
also has established the innocence of 
more than one suspect). Toxicology, or 
the analysis of certain chemical sub- 
stances, has led to the downfall of many 
poisoners; and in bombings and explo- 
sions toxicologists learn much from the 
dynamite residues. Through petrogra- 
phy, or the examination of mineral evi- 
dence, the FBI has used soil deposits on 
heels to place a criminal at the scene of 
an offense, or through mineral particles 
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found on his clothing has placed him at 
the site of a burglarized safe, or through 
brick, mortar, plaster and dust frag- 
ments has placed him in a building where 
a crime has been committed. Hairs and 
fibers also contribute important clues in 
establishing the whereabouts of law- 
breakers, as do shoe and tire prints. The 
FBI maintains both a Shoe Print File 
and a Tire Print File. 

Since no two persons write exactly 
alike, the art of document evidence, in- 
volving the use of scientific instruments 
in microscopic measurements and pho- 
tography, likewise has become an essen- 
tial ally in modern crime detection. 
Among the collections maintained by 
the FBI in obtaining this kind of evi- 
dence are (1) a Typewriter Standards 


File, enabling the Bureau to determine 
on what make of machine a document 
was prepared (although in the case of 
the ten columns of figures on the film 
strip in Jimmy’s hollow nickel the file 
did not help) ; (2) a Checkwriter Stand- 
ards File which serves a similar function 
in examining checks written automati- 
cally; ( 3 ) a Paper Watermark File, used 
in tracing the manufacturers of various 
brands of paper; and (4) an Anony- 
mous Letter File, which includes holdup 
notes used in bank robberies and com- 
munications from extortioners. 

A fifth collection — the National 
Fraudulent Check File — surely is as 
important as any used by the FBI in 
fighting crime by document examina- 
tion. As a typical fiscal year, in 1963 the 


An examiner in the FBI Laboratory compares the heel of a suspect’s shoe with that of a cast made at the scene of 
a crime. The Bureau maintains an extensive shoe print file. 



Bureau received 32,381 fraudulent 
checks having a face value of $5,972,- 
697 ; more than half of these frauds were 
identified by material already on file, 
and approximately another 20 per cent 
of the frauds were identified by signa- 
tures on criminal fingerprint records. 

What experience has taught the FBI 
is the fact that the fraudulent check pas- 
ser repeats his crime, and unfortunately 
is a person who becomes involved in 
such other offenses as stealing automo- 
biles and burglarizing stores, offices and 
homes. Too often, the chronic check 
passer is a person whose charm and in-' 



An FBI technician developing obliterated writing on a 
check through the use of iodine fumes. 


telligence disarms his victim; yet sooner 
or later the science of persistent crime 
detection places him (at least temporar- 
ily) where he belongs — in jail. Forged 
checks have been cashed though signed 
by such unbelievable names as “U. R. 
Stuck” and “N. O. Good” — the check 
forger endures because he believes with 
the old circus man, P. T. Barnum, that 
“a sucker is born every minute.” 



The expert in electronics also plays a 
vital role in the many-sided labors of the 
FBI Laboratory. Not only are the radio- 
telephone and radiotelegraph standard 
equipment in modern crime detection, 
but in emergencies even fingerprints can 
be received and identified telephonically 
over a Speedphoto Transceiver, Crypt- 
analysis — that is, the science of exam- 
ining code and cipher messages — must 
of necessity be a well-cultivated art with 
the FBI. The problems that confront 
specialists in cryptoanalysis can range 
from gamblers transmitting information 
on horse races across state lines to cases 
of espionage (remember the micropho- 
tograph in Jimmy’s hollow nickel) 
which threaten our national security. 
Finally, a translation service permits 
the FBI Laboratory to handle docu- 
ments written in more than twenty-five 
languages, including a letter from a 13- 
year-old boy in the Netherlands who 
asked for instructions to assist in form- 
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A portion of the gun 
vault at the FBI Acad- 
emy at Quantico, Vir- 
ginia. Over a thousand 
guns in the FBI collec- 
tion are used in scien- 
tific crime detection to 
identify bullets and 
weapons in firing tests. 


ing an “FBI Club” so that he and his 
friends could “solve secrets and other 
problems.” 

As the 1930’s ended, the combination 
of training and science had written a 
proud record for the FBI. The majority 
of the nation’s kidnappers or bank rob- 
bers either were in jail or had been exe- 
cuted. But by now Hoover and his G- 
men were involved in another struggle. 
Measured in terms of the welfare of all 
citizens, the stakes involved constituted 
life or death for a way of existence. 


The War on Spies 

On September 6, 1939, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt issued a directive 
instructing the FBI “to take charge of 
investigative work in matters relating to 


espionage, sabotage, and violations of 
the neutrality regulations.” 

Both the President and the director of 
the Bureau were keenly aware of the 
dangers threatening America as a result 
of the rising Nazi power in Germany. 
As early as 1926 small units of Nazis, 
had begun to gain a foothold in Ameri- 
can-German communities among peo- 
ple who in large part and for a long time 
would fail to comprehend Adolf Hitler’s 
true intentions. Meanwhile Hitler’s 
shadow spread like an ugly war cloud 
over Europe; and in America his Nazi 
agents, working in numerous ways, 
sought to gain an advantage from an 
American reluctance to become in- 
volved in any overseas conflict. 

A strange phenomenon resulted as 
bands of American-Germans, raising 
their arms at rallies in the Nazi-Fascist 
salute, shouted approval at speakers who 
spewed forth the poison of Hitler’s hate 
doctrines. Perhaps a few realized that 
these American communities were be- 
ing exploited as a recruiting ground for 
a vast German espionage system, but far 
more of these people were fools rather 
than traitors. Yet the national govern- 
ment knew what was going on, including 
the extent to which Nazi-Fascist diplo- 
mats in Washington were working to 
perfect a spy organization that boded 
no good for the free world. 

Charged with the responsibility of 
fighting this menace, the FBI instructed 
some 19,000 local police agencies in 
methods for handling the security prob- 
lems that a war would produce; and on 
May 28, 1940, the Bureau created a Se- 
curity Division. 

These were busy days at FBI head- 
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quarters. Around-the-clock experts 
studied the enemy’s techniques of espi- 
onage and sabotage. After all, hard 
common sense dictated that, in the event 
of war, the country must be ready with 
a plan for moving immediately against 
enemy aliens. 

When on December 7, 1941, the Jap- 
anese attacked Pearl Harbor, the FBI 
swung into action within three hours and 
by nightfall of December 8 more than a 
thousand enemy aliens considered po- 
tentially dangerous had been taken into 
custody. The FBI’s accomplishments in 
safeguarding America against espionage 
and sabotage during World War II re- 
sulted from preparedness, alertness, a 
determination to out-think the enemy. 
FBI agents were sent on secret missions 
into Latin America to thwart enemy de- 
signs to use these neighboring countries 
as relay points for supplying submarines 
and spies; and espionage rings were 
smashed before they could begin opera- 
tions. 

In mid- June of 1942, or barely six 
months after Pearl Harbor, a strange 


scene occurred along the shore front 
near Jacksonville, Florida, and a beach 
near Amagansett, Long Island, N. Y. 
In both cases four Nazi saboteurs, trans- 
ferred from submarines to collapsible 
rubber boats, landed in predawn hours. 
They worked swiftly and efficiently, for 
these Germans had been meticulously 
trained in Berlin for the tasks assigned 
them. The explosives they buried in the 
sand for later use were of highly effec- 
tive quality and were disguised as lumps 
of coal or such innocent-appearing ob- 
jects as fountain pens. Each of the eight 
saboteurs spoke excellent English, and 
two were naturalized American citizens. 
Among them they carried more than 
$150,000 in cash. 

Silently they scattered, moving to 
points as far from the coast as Chicago. 
The main targets that they intended to 
destroy were vital to America’s war ef- 
fort and public morale — Hell Gate 
Bridge, New York City’s water supply, 
principal railroad junctures, aluminum 
plants. Within two weeks FBI alertness 
had captured all eight saboteurs, their 
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THE TRIAL OF THE 


EIGHT NAZI SABOTEURS 


WAS HELD IN THIS FBI ASSEMBLY ROOM 


THE SUBMARINE -BORNE NAZI AGENTS WHO WERE LANDED 
ON LONG ISLAND AND FLORIDA SHORES WERE APPREHENDED 
BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WITHIN 14 DAYS OF THEIR ARRIVAL 



THE MILITARY COMMISSION APPOINTED BY 
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT CONVENED ON JULY ft. 1942 
AND ADJOURNED AUGUST L 1942 


6 EXECUTED ONT AUGUST B, Wi2 
l SENTENCED VO t(FC IMPRISONMENT 
I SFNTfcWKD ro ;{(1 YEARS IMPRISONMENT 


The FBI classroom in 
which eight Nazi sabo- 
teurs were tried by a 
military commission con- 
tains this plaque. 
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Secret writing is revealed by use of ultraviolet light. Under nat- 
ural light, only the misdirecting message in black ink is visible. 


explosives and their money. No single 
installation had been damaged. 

The battle against sabotage was only 
one phase of the FBI’s silent war on 
enemy subversion. With good reason J. 
Edgar Hoover and his G-men were often 
in the headlines: By breaking up the es- 
pionage network led by Frederick Jou- 
bert Duquesne early in the war, the FBI 
smashed the largest spy ring in the his- 
tory of the United States; and when the 
members of a second ring headed by 
Kurt Frederick Ludwig were sentenced, 
the German conspiracy upon the Amer- 
ican mainland was brought under a con- 
trol that endured until the end of the 
conflict. 

The collapse of the Nazi war machine 
strengthened the Soviet Communists so 
that, really, the FBI’s private war on 


spies and saboteurs entered a new and 
even more intensified phase. In a book, 
A Study in Communism, J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver has identified the six principal tar- 
gets against which the Soviets direct 
their subversive activities: 

First are the areas of scientific re- 
search and development; such areas 
would include installations where Amer- 
ica builds its satellites, guided missiles 
and rockets in addition to radar defense 
systems and centers engaged in projects 
concerned with electronics, aeronautics 
and atomic energy. 

Next are areas vital to the nation’s de- 
fense where information can be obtained 
relating to the methods of training our 
armed forces and the development and 
testing of new weapons. 

Third, enemy spies pay particular at- 
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tention to strategic areas, such as mili- 
tary, naval and air force installations; 
and to sensitive industrial sites, such as 
dams, harbors, railroad yards and steel 
mills, all places that would interest a po- 
tential saboteur in the event of war! 

Again, the spy, in seeking classified 
information, constantly strives to “bore 
from within” by placing his informers 
in positions of trust in agencies of the 
United States Government. 

A fifth target is associated with 
United States foreign policy, for the spy 
looks here for information concerning 
confidential conversations and secret 
documents. 

Finally, the Soviet spy seeks to gather 
information about anti-Communist 
emigre groups in the United States to 
use to his advantage. 

The war against spies often is pur- 
sued for desperate stakes, as shocked 
Americans learned during 1950 and 
1951 when they were confronted by 
what the judge characterized as “the 
crime worse than murder.” As the story 
of the FBI investigations unfolded, peo- 
ple realized for the first time the stagger- 
ing dimensions of the Soviet espionage 
conspiracy aimed against them. 

For some time before the first break 
came in this case, the FBI had learned 
that information about the atom bomb 
had been given to a foreign power; then 
British intelligence officers arrested Dr. 
Emil Julius Klaus Fuchs, a German- 
born scientist who previously had been 
employed in the United States on secret 
work involved in atomic research. Thus 
began the roundup of a group of widely 



The staircase in the park, leading to the “bank.” 


scattered twisted personalities who for 
a variety of motives had become linked 
in the century’s most sordid crime. 
Fuchs, for example, while admitting 
that he had dealt with the Soviets, could 
not identify his American contact. The 
FBI found that man — Harry Gold, a 
Philadelphia chemist — and Gold’s con- 
fession led the G-men to David Green- 
glass, a United States Army enlisted 
man who had been assigned to the 
atomic testing site in Los Alamos, New 
Mexico. Gold revealed that his instruc- 
tions in these negotiations came through 
a contact he knew only as “John,” but 
the FBI also tracked down “John”: He 
was Anatoli A. Yakovlev, a vice consul 
for the Soviets in New York City who 
had left the United States in December 
of 1946. 

David Greenglass’s testimony led to 
the deeper, if more incomprehensible 
source of this conspiracy. How had he 
and his wife Ruth become involved? The 
answer, David said, was the influence of 
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The light post appears ordinary . . . 

his sister Ethel and her husband, Julius 
Rosenberg — they, truly, had been the 
masterminds. Why Ethel, who was na- 
tive-born, turned from American free- 
dom to the harsh disciplines of commu- 
nism was never quite understandable 
to judge, jury or the public; the change 
had occurred during student days. It was 
then that Ethel had led David to em- 
brace the Soviet philosophy; it was then 
through communist interest that she met 
her future husband. As the FBI evidence 
was disclosed, the enormity of the crime 
the Rosenbergs had incited could not be 
denied — the microfilm supplied by Da- 
vid Greenglass had given the Soviets tell- 
ing insight into the construction of the 
atom bomb: The free world’s most valu- 
able defense secret had been betrayed. 

After the Rosenbergs were sentenced 
to death, an American sense of fair play 
granted them six separate appeals be- 
fore they were executed at Sing Sing 
Prison in Ossining, New York on June 
19, 1953. In Washington and New 


Upper Manhattan’s Fort 
Tryon Park — a strange 
location for a bank, but an 
excellent place for the 
“banking” transactions of 
a spy ring. The base of the 
light post shows the 
aperture through which 
payments of $1,000 and 
$600 were made. 



. . . unless you know its secret. 


York, in London and Paris, rallies that 
were not without their Communist in- 
stigators decried the “inhumanity” of 
President Eisenhower, Attorney Gen- 
eral Herbert Brownell and John Edgar 
Hoover in permitting the death sentence 
to stand. 

But the FBI stuck to its war on spies, 
knowing it was far from ended. And just 
three days after the Rosenbergs were 
executed, Jimmy, the Brooklyn news- 
boy, received his hollow nickel. 
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More About Jimmy’s Nickel 



This is how the nickel looked when opened. 



This coded message was on microfilm in the nickel. 


For four years Jimmy’s coin and the 
microphotograph it had contained mys- 
tified the FBI. Then luck brought a 
break in the case in May of 1957 when 
a 36-year-old Soviet spy, Lieutenant 
Colonel Reino Hayhanen, sought asy- 
lum through the United States Embassy 
in Paris. Born near Leningrad on May 
14, 1920, Hayhanen had been a brilliant 


young student who, when not yet twenty 
years of age, had attracted the attention 
of his government. His work in Soviet 
intelligence had carried him to Finland 
and Estonia before he was selected for 
assignment as a spy in the United States. 
Into Hayhanen’s hands were placed pa- 
pers belonging to American-born Eu- 
gene Maki, including a birth certificate 
that identified his place of birth as 
Enaville, Idaho, and he executed the 
following affidavit: 

“I accompanied my mother to Estonia 
when I was eight years of age and resided 
with her until her death in 1941. I left 
Estonia for Finland in June, 1943, and 
have resided here for the reason that I 
have no funds with which to pay my 
transportation to the United States.” 

The hoax worked perfectly; issued a 
passport as Eugene Maki, Hayhanen 
reached New York City on October 21, 
1952, and established contact with an 
espionage superior whom he knew only 
as “Mikhail.” After two years Mikhail 
dropped from the scene, and another 
superior, known to Hayhanen as 
“Mark,” became his contact. The Soviet 
spy exchanged intelligence data and 
messages with these fellow agents by us- 
ing “dead drops,” or inconspicuous hid- 
ing places, such as an iron picket fence 
at the foot of Seventh Avenue near Ma- 
combs Bridge or the base of a lamppost 
in Fort Tryon Park. A hole in a set of 
cement steps in Brooklyn’s Prospect 
Park was another of these “dead drops,” 
but one of its messages was never deliv- 
ered, for before it could be recovered, a 
repair crew filled the hole with cement. 
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On that “trick of fate” the ultimate solu- 
tion of the case also revolved! 

After five years of working in the 
United States, Hayhanen was ordered 
back to Moscow. His spirit grew de- 
pressed at the thought of returning to 
the harsh Communist disciplines of his 
homeland; a decision to defect and 
throw himself upon the mercy of the 
United States Embassy in Paris fol- 
lowed; and in May of 1957 Hayhanen 
returned to New York City. FBI inter- 
rogation about the “dead drops” devel- 
oped the fact that the hole in the steps 
in Prospect Park once had been used 
before a repair crew had eliminated it; 
the FBI chipped away the cement and 
found the message enclosed in a hol- 
lowed-out bolt. How about that bolt? 
Hayhanen was asked. In transmitting 
messages, the former Soviet spy replied, 
“trick” containers often were employed, 
such as hollow pencils, pens, screws, bat- 
teries and coins. One such object FBI 
agents found was a hollow 50-markka 


coin from Finland. Like Jimmy’s mys- 
terious nickel, two coins had been used 
in fashioning the Finnish piece ; like J im- , 

my’s nickel, a small hole had been drilled 
for inserting a needle or some other 
sharp-pointed instrument in opening it! 

Faces brightened around FBI head- 
quarters — patience, that greatest of all 
virtues in crime detection, was at last 
reaping rewards. Hayhanen’s knowledge 
of Soviet codes and cryptosystems en- 
abled experts in the FBI Laboratory, to 
break the mystery of the microphoto- 
graph Jimmy’s nickel had contained. As 
a sample, one part of this message, which | 

obviously had been intended for Hay- 
hanen, read: “According to your re- 
quest, we will transmit the formula for 
the preparation of soft film. . . .” 

But the FBI’s work in unraveling the 
dimensions of the Soviet spy ring, of 
which Hayhanen had been a part, was 
just beginning. First, who had been 
“Mikhail,” the superior who had 
“dropped from the scene”? Hayhanen 




Left: the “dead drop” in Prospect Park, Brooklyn, N. Y. Right: A close-up of the broken step (now repaired) 
which was used in 1955 as a depository for messages by espionage agents. 
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Ordinary-looking utensils (left). The utensils are not quite so “ordinary” when their secret is revealed (right). 


could describe him only as a middle- 
aged man of medium build with dark 
hair and a long thin nose who gave the 
impression of service with the Soviet 
diplomatic corps. The FBI searched 
through stacks of photographs until 
they found their man : Mikhail Nikolae- 
vich Svirin, Soviet representative to the 
United Nations between 1952 and 1954. 
Another contact Hayhanen had once 
used he knew only as “Quebec,” an 
American Army sergeant who at one 
time had served the United States Em- 
bassy in Moscow. The FBI found him 
also: “Quebec” was Sergeant Roy 
Rhodes. Svirin was beyond the reach of 
American justice, but Rhodes was court- 
martialed and sentenced to five years at 
hard labor. 

Meanwhile “Mark,” who un- 
doubtedly still was carrying on espion- 
age within the United States, remained 
a focus of FBI investigation. Hayhanen 
provided these clues: he was a colonel 
in the Soviet State Security Service who 
had probably been a spy since 1927; he 
had entered the United States by ille- 
gally crossing the Canadian border in 
1948 or 1949; he was a man of about 
fifty, of medium build and perhaps five- 
feet-ten in height; his hair was thin and 
gray; he was an accomplished photogra- 
pher. How did Hayhanen know this last 


fact? Once, the former spy replied, Mark 
had taken him to a storage room where 
he kept photographic supplies; the 
building had been near Clark and Ful- 
ton Streets in Brooklyn. 

FBI agents swung into action; they 
found a building at 252 Fulton Street 
and among its tenants was an Emil R. 
Goldfus, a photographer. Ultimately 
the FBI by hidden camera obtained a 
picture of Goldfus, and when- Hayhanen 
saw it, he exclaimed: “You’ve found 
him! That’s Mark!” 

Under FBI surveillance, Mark re- 
vealed two identities : Among the tenants 
at 252 Fulton Street he was known as 
Goldfus, but when he registered at the 
Hotel Latham on East 28th Street he 
used the name of Martin Collins. Ar- 
rested for illegally entering the country, 
Mark became a kind of marvel to the 
FBI, for the room and shop he occupied 
“were virtual museums of modern espi- 
onage equipment” containing short- 
wave radios, cipher pads, cameras and 
film for producing microdots and such 
“trick” containers as a hollow shaving 
brush and hollow cuff links. Tried under 
his real name — Colonel Rudolf Ivano- 
vich Abel — this master Soviet spy was 
convicted and sentenced on three 
counts : ( 1 ) conspiracy to transmit de- 
fense information to the Soviet Union, 
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The Many Faces of Crime 


Espionage is only one among approx- 
imately 170 different types of investiga- 
tive matters which the laws place under 
the jurisdiction of the FBI. Among 
other major groupings are the following : 

Anti-Racketeering — all acts of rob- 
bery or extortion through the use of 
force, violence or fear that affect inter- 
state or foreign commerce. 

Atomic Energy Act — under the 
criminal section, all attempts or acts to 
acquire or disclose restricted informa- 


tion “with intent to injure the U. S. or 
secure an advantage to any foreign na- 
tion, or with reason to believe that 
either might result.” 

Bank Robbery and Embezzlement — 
the FBI’s jurisdiction applies specifically 
to banks belonging to the Federal Re- 
serve System, banks insured by the Fed- 
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
banks organized or operated under Fed- 
eral laws, Federal Savings and Loan As- 
sociations, institutions insured by the 
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What the well-dressed spy will wear! 


(2) conspiracy to obtain defense infor- 
mation, and ( 3 ) conspiracy to act in the 
United States as an agent of a foreign 
government without notification to the 
Secretary of State. 

But the saga of Jimmy’s hollow nickel 
did not really end then, for on February 
10, 1962, Colonel Abel was exchanged 
for Francis Gary Powers, an American 
U-2 pilot held prisoner by the Soviet 
Union. Meanwhile, the FBI pressed 
steadily ahead with its war on other 
spies. 


Another “dead drop” — the bench near Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Monument, Riverside Park, N. Y. The 
iron fence was an arm’s length away from the bench. 
A magnetic capsule containing espionage information 
was attached to the fence and hidden by the grass. 


Carefully hollowed containers for courier 
transmittal of microfilm messages to Moscow. 
All containers were used at one time or another, 
including the hollow cuff links, and contained 
vitally classified information. 


Federal Savings and Loan Insurance 
Corporation or Federal Credit Unions. 

Bankruptcy — frauds in bankruptcy 
proceedings as covered by Federal stat- 
utes. 

Bribery — bribes offered to an em- 
ployee or agent of the United States “to 
influence his official action.” 

Civil Rights — discussed separately. 

Crimes on the High Seas — specifi- 
cally criminal acts committed on Ameri- 
can ships in waters beyond the jurisdic- 
tion of an individual state. 

Destruction of Aircraft or Motor Ve- 
hicles — willful acts of destruction (or 
false threats of destruction) against air- 
craft or passenger-carrying vehicles en- 
gaged in interstate or foreign commerce. 

Extortion — specifically, where use 
of the mails is involved to transmit a 
threat of injury. 
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Fraud. Against the Government — 
false claims or the concealment or mis- 
representation of facts in cases involving 
the Federal Government. 

Internal Security — a correlated part 
of the FBI’s work in combating espion- 
age and subversion. 

Interstate Transportation of Stolen 
Cattle, Motor Vehicles or Aircraft — 
when involved in interstate or foreign 
commerce, violations include “receiv- 
ing, concealing, storing, bartering, sell- 
ing, or disposing of any such [stolen] 
items, with the knowledge that they have 
been stolen.” 

Interstate Transportation of Stolen 
Property — if valued at $5,000 or more 
and transported with knowledge that 
the property was stolen; also, transpor- 
tation of counterfeit or forged securities 
or state tax stamps or of dies and other 
tools used in altering or preparing false 
or counterfeit securities (“receivers” 
also are liable). 

Interstate Travel or Transportation 
in Aid of Racketeering Enterprises — 
includes both travel and use of the mails 
to gain a profit from certain unlawful 
acts or to further these activities. 

Interstate Transportation of Wager- 
ing Information — bet-placing, or in- 
formation concerning bets, transmitted 
by wire across state lines. 

Labor-Management — certain crim- 
inal violations committed under the La- 
bor-Management Relations Act of 1947 
and the Labor-Management Reporting 
and Disclosure Act of 1959. 

Piracy of Aircraft and Other Crimes 
Aboard Aircraft — to commit aircraft 
piracy or to assault, intimidate or inter- 
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is usually to release such fugitives to lo- 
cal authorities for extradition and prose- 
cution or confinement. 

Whereas the average American is a 
thoughtful, decent, hard-working per- 
son who leads a well-organized life, with- 
out constant vigilance to protect him 
from criminal activities he would know 
very little of the “life, liberty and pur- 
suit of happiness” guaranteed under the 
Constitution. 

How commonplace is crime? The FBI 
has compiled this timetable: 1 murder 
is committed every 60 minutes, 1 aggra- 
vated assault every 4 minutes, 1 burg- 
lary every 32 seconds, 1 robbery every 
5 minutes, 1 automobile theft every 60 
seconds, 1 larceny involving over $50 
every 60 seconds, and 1 rape every 32 
minutes. 


Problems of raids, ar- 
rests, traffic, etc., are 
discussed over a scale 
model of a section of a 
city at the FBI Academy. 


fere with aircraft personnel are Federal 
offenses; also, to commit aboard an air- 
craft in flight such crimes as murder, as- 
sault, rape and robbery. 

Sabotage — Generally, the willful de- 
struction or attempted destruction of 
national defense materials or facilities. 

Theft from Interstate Shipment — in- 
cludes theft or embezzlement of goods 
and the breaking of a seal or lock on an 
interstate carrier (receivers of stolen 
goods are also liable). 

Theft of Government Property — in- 
cludes theft or embezzlement or receiv- 
ing such property in the knowledge that 
it is stolen. 

Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecu- 
tion, Confinement, or Giving Testimony 
— specifically, where interstate trans- 
portation is involved; the FBI practice 
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15, 1965, the day the FBI located his 
automobile in a used-car lot in Youngs- 
town, Ohio; he was arrested sixteen days 
later in Los Angeles, some 2,900 miles 
from the scene of his crime. 

Gene Thomas Webb, Chicago gang- 
ster wanted for crossing state lines in a 
case of attempted murder and robbery, 
had the shortest time to enjoy his eleva- 
tion to the “most wanted” list; he was 
captured within twenty-four hours. 

Thomas Asbury Hadder, wanted for 
murder in Maryland, was captured 
while watching a Salvation Army “sing- 
along” in Oklahoma City; Jesse James 


G-Men i 

Case studies of G-men in action re- 
veal that in crime detection the pa- 
tience, courage and persistency of the 
investigating agent, plus the scientific 
knowledge and experience of experts in 
the laboratory, produce the “winning 
team.” 

Extortion often tests the full re- 
sources of this combination in crime 
detection, and in terms of public safety 
extortion can become a game involving 
extremely high stakes. The FBI grimly 
faced this fact when they were handed 
an envelope addressed to Virgil E. Gun- 
lock, Chairman of the Board of the 
Chicago Transit Authority, and post- 
marked “Chicago, 111., Feb. 18, 1959, 
6:30 p.m.” Within was a typewritten 


Gilbert, California police slayer, de- 
spite the disguise of a wig, dark glasses 
and bandages over a tattoo, could not 
mislead FBI agents who found him in 
a street-corner telephone booth in Phil- 
adelphia; George Zavada, a notorious 
bank robber who called himself “The 
King” and wore a regal monogram on 
his undershorts, tried shooting his way 
to freedom against FBI agents and lost; 
Quay Cleon Kilburn, a prison escapee 
and one of four individuals twice on 
the “most wanted” list, learned that an 
old saying was not quite true — light- 
ning can strike twice. 


Action 

letter, demanding $50,000 “or we will 
place bombs on some of your busses 
and trains.” 

The letter disclosed much about the 
mind and probable background of the 
writer. In one passage the extortionist 
referred to an unsuccessful suit brought 
against the Transit Authority “to col- 
lect damages for injury sustained in an 
accident with one of your vehicles.” It 
instructed the Authority to “place im- 
mediately, an add in the personal col- 
ums of all four Chicago newspapers 
stating the following: 

WE HAVE RE- 
CEIVED YOUR INSTRUCTIONS, WE ARE 
AWAITING FUTHER COMMUNICA- 
TION. ...” The letter warned: “It is not 
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our aim to needlessly injure the public, 
but since your company is public owned, 
then the public must suffer the conse- 
quences if you refuse to pay.” 

The advertisements were published 
and brought Mr. Gunlock a second 
typewritten letter, warning: “If you 
would rather see an entire city terror- 
ized than pay fifty thousand dollars for 
your rider? safety, then it shall be 
done. ...” 

The FBI went into action. Was the 
extortionist a former employee of the 
Transit Authority, since his letters re- 
vealed a familiarity with company, poli- 
cies and equipment? FBI agents began 
reviewing personnel files, seeking in 
particular former employees who had 
been discharged “under a cloud.” 

Was the extortionist someone who 
had sued the Authority and lost a judg- 
ment? Attorneys who had handled such 
cases were asked to search their memo- 
ries to suggest possible suspects. 

In recent months in “Letters to the 
Editor” in Chicago newspapers, had 
there been a correspondent expressing 
grievance toward the Authority? News- 
paper files were examined. 

Meanwhile, experts in document evi- 
dence at the FBI Laboratory had de- 
termined from the pica type used that 
the two letters to Mr. Gunlock had been 
written on a Remington; the typewriter 
probably was not in very good mechan- 
ical condition. 

A number of suspects were inter- 
viewed when other communications 
told Gunlock to await telephone in- 
structions on how and where to deliver 
the $50,000. The first call on March 5 
gave detailed orders of how the driver 


was to proceed: “If your driver isn’t 
contacted by the time he reaches 63rd 
Street, he should return.” No contact 
was made; the extortionist was using a 
“dry run” in order to convince himself 
that the driver with the money had not 
been followed by the authorities. 

Other telephone orders were re- 
ceived, instructing Gunlock to drive 
with the money to Chicago Avenue and 
Hudson Street. “There is a pay tele- 
phone on the corner,” he was told. “Be 
there at exactly 9:20 [p.m.]. I will call 
you at that number.” When the call 
came, within fifteen minutes of the 
scheduled time, Gunlock was told to 
listen for a whistle and then to “stop 
the car and put the money on the side- 
walk.” 

Discreetly, FBI agents followed Gun- 
lock with the money. As Gunlock’s car 
moved toward the prearranged destina- 
tion, FBI agents noticed a tall, husky 
man hiding behind a pillar on an over- 
head highway. The man wore a gray 
coat, khaki trousers — details relayed 
to other agents. A shrill whistle pierced 
the night, but Gunlock, unhearing, 
drove on. 

The man behind the pillar stood mo- 
tionless and puzzled, until FBI agents 
poured out of their cars. Pursuit, sur- 
render and a full confession followed 
for Maurice Laverene Porter. The old 
Remington typewriter on which all the 
extortion letters had been written was 
found at his home in nearby Evanston. 
He was, as the FBI had suspected, a 
former employee of the Transit Au- 
thority, a bus driver. Tried and con- 
victed, he was sentenced to seven years 
in prison. 
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A Tip Traps a Kidnapper 


Kidnapping is a vicious type of crime 
that has become much less frequent 
since it has been placed under the juris- 
diction of the FBI. The criminal mind 
of 25-year-old Victor Harry Feguer was 
simply too immature, however, to grasp 
this truth : He dared the full manpower 
and scientific resources of the FBI to 
find him as a kidnapper and he paid for 
this folly by hanging by the neck until 
dead. 

It was on a nice day in mid-April of 
1960 that young Feguer was released 
from Michigan State Prison. His wan- 
derings thereafter, as the FBI pieced 
together the story, carried him to Ga- 
bon, Ohio, thence to the Chicago sub- 
urb of Broadview, and thence to Mil- 
waukee where he purchased a used 
pistol. 


Sometime in July, young Feguer 
reached Dubuque, Iowa, where, claim- 
ing to be a commercial artist on va- 
cation, he rented a room under the 
assumed name of Sam Newman. He 
frequented a local bar, was unable to 
purchase an automobile because the 
identification he supplied did not satisfy 
the salesman to whom he presented a 
personal check, then stole a car that he 
shortly abandoned after removing iden- 
tification cards belonging to the owner. 

On the evening of July 11 the tele- 
phone rang in the Dubuque, Iowa, home 
of Dr. Edward Roy Bartels. A person 
who gave his name as Ed Stevens said 
that his wife needed immediate medical 
attention; Dr. Bartels agreed to come at 
once. A subsequent call to the doctor’s 
wife from the same Ed Stevens in- 
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Two burglars gained entry to the 
second floor of a bank building by 
jimmying a window. Using sledge 
hammers, a pickax, and an acety- 
lene torch, they cut through the 
reinforced concrete over the bank’s 
vault, by-passing the heavy steel 
door of the vault. As the burglars 
emerged from the building, laden 
with loot, they were confronted by 
a police officer. The officer was shot 
and killed by the burglars making 
their getaway. 

Special agents found a moneybag 
in the brush near the point where 
the getaway car was abandoned. 
The printing on the bag was obliter- 
ated, but through infrared photog- 
raphy the FBI Laboratory deter- 
mined that the bag did come from 
the victimized bank. This evidence, 
together with other evidence uncov- 
ered, led to arrest and conviction. 


formed her that Mrs. Stevens’ condition 
was so serious a consulting physician 
had been summoned and her husband 
expected to remain with Mrs. Stevens 
all night. 

The situation was not unusual for 
Mrs. Bartels. She spread no alarm until 
the following day. Weeks later the slain 
body of Dr. Bartels was found in a 
small wooded ravine near East Du- 
buque, Illinois. By then there was a 
trail of forged checks cashed by a young 
man who produced a stethoscope to 
prove he was a medical practitioner. 

A name among several on cards left 
in Dubuque by the fictitious Sam New- 
man gave the FBI the clue to the 
kidnapper’s identity as Victor Harry 
Feguer; a photograph of the ex-convict, 
supplied by Michigan State Prison, was 
identified as the person who had last 
been seen with Dr. Bartels. Feguer’s 



Above: the moneybag, as seen under normal light. Below: 
the same bag, as seen through infrared photography. 
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The first ransom note in the Wein- 
berger kidnapping case. 


After checking nearly two 
million records, the FBI found 
that Angelo John LaMarca's 
handwriting on a probation 
report matched the handwrit- 
ing on the kidnapper’s ran- 
som note. 




trail from the time he left prison until 
he bought the weapon in Milwaukee 
was traced; thereafter the case seemed 
at a dead end. 

But on July 20 the telephone rang in 


the FBI’s office in Birmingham, Ala- 
bama. The caller, a dealer on “Used 
Car Row,” was suspicious of a man 
who wanted to sell him a car at much 
below market value; the fellow who 
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had offered to sell the car, the dealer 
thought, resembled one of the FBI’s 
“Ten Most Wanted Fugitives.” In this 
respect the salesman was wrong, but in 
all other respects the FBI had reason to 
be grateful for the call from an alert 
citizen. The car was located and bore 
Michigan license plates issued only to 
employees of a municipal or state gov- 
ernment, a suspicious circumstance; on 
a seat was a loaded automatic pistol. 
The “owner” denied that the car was 
stolen and gave his name as William 
Lloyd Howes. 

But “the jig was up” for Victor Harry 
Feguer; he had assumed his last alias. 
Arrayed against him now were the full 
resources of the FBI Laboratory that 
(a) identified spots of human blood on 
a pair of trousers he had left in a 
rented room in Gary, Indiana; (b) iden- 
tified his latent fingerprint in the classi- 
fied section of a telephone book bearing 
Dr. Bartels’ name; (c) proved that a 
fired cartridge case, found near the doc- 
tor’s body, came from the automatic 
weapon seized in Birmingham; and 
(d) proved that the forged checks were 
written by Feguer. 


As long as a case is unsolved, the FBI 
will stick with it, waiting for a “break” 
— such as the phone call from the 
Birmingham used-car dealer in the Fe- 
guer case, or the tip from a cab driver 
to the St. Louis police that solved the 
abortive kidnapping of Bobby Green- 
lease, Jr. in 1953. Perhaps no one has 
described this “bulldog”ish quality of 
the G-man better than Kennie Wagner, 
the hillbilly gunman who was captured 
by the FBI after killing five police 
officers. 

“It’s- a mistake to break a Federal 
law,” # Wagner told his prison mates. 
“They will hunt you down for a thou- 
sand years.” 

The classic example of FBI persis- 
tency, of course, occurred in the Wein- 
berger kidnapping case in 1956; the 
FBI suspected that the kidnapper was 
a local resident and therefore the hand- 
writing on the ransom notes should 
match a signature or record somewhere 
in New York City’s vast municipal files; 
and the FBI proved its theory — after 
going through 1,974,544 records before 
it matched the handwriting of Angelo 
John LaMarca with the ransom letters! 


Outwitting the Bank Robbers 


The rapid growth of suburban areas 
has brought a large increase in the num- 
ber of branch banks. The dream of 
quick and easy riches, which constantly 
haunts the criminal mind, has been 


vigorously stimulated by this circum- 
stance. A branch bank, staffed by local 
help new to the business — why, such 
a place should be a push-over! Or so 
many criminals have reasoned. 
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“More and more violations are being 
perpetrated by individuals with no pre- 
vious criminal records,” Hoover re- 
cently told a Congressional committee. 
“Obviously, these persons, for one rea- 
son or another, are obsessed with the 
desire to obtain large sums of money 
quickly, but their irrational deeds are 
virtually doomed to failure. Those who 
manage to escape from the scene sel- 
dom remain at large long enough to 
enjoy the fruits of their crime.” 

Years of experience has taught the 
FBI more about robbing banks than 
most criminals ever learn. When in No- 
vember and December of 1962 a total 
of 152 bank robberies were reported, 
the FBI found no surprise in the fact 
that 1 1 1 of these cases had been com- 
mitted by a lone robber. In all, a total 
of 194 bandits had been involved and 
within two months 110 were arrested; 
indeed, in 39 cases the crime had been 
solved on the day it occurred! The rob- 
bery in 1953 of the Franklin National 
Bank of Franklin Square in Floral 


Park, New York illustrated how FBI 
organization has made this type of 
crime “senseless.” 

One August morning, as the bank 
manager was leaving for work, a 
stranger forced his way into the man’s 
automobile and held a gun against the 
manager’s side. 

“Drive to the bank the way you usu- 
ally do,” the stranger said. “There will 
be a car following us, and there are men 
already at the bank. I know where your 
wife and children are, and I have an 
associate in Boston who, if he doesn’t 
hear from me by 9:00 a. m., will go to 
them.” 

How the stranger knew his wife and 
children were vacationing near Boston 
was but one of many surprises awaiting 
the manager on his sixteen-mile drive 
to the bank that morning. The gunman 
also knew that the first two tellers near- 
est the entrance handled the largest 
sums of money and that the head teller 
possessed the combination to the vault, 
which he usually opened at 8:15 a.m. 



Latent fingerprint left by 
unknown robber on 
rear-view mirror of au- 
tomobile belonging to 
manager of robbed 
bank, who was forced 
to drive robber from the 
manager’s home to the 
bank prior to robbery. 


Right index finger im- 
pression of George Pat- 
rick McKinney which 
was subsequently deter- 
mined to be identical 
with the latent finger- 
print. 
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He knew further that no money had 
left the bank since the previous after- 
noon, for he had spent the evening 
watching the place. His instructions to 
the manager were explicit: how they 
were to enter the bank, how the man- 
ager was to hold the bag while the tel- 
lers dumped in the bundles of cash, how 
they would depart. No alarm was to be 
given for five minutes thereafter, he 
warned, if the tellers wished to see the 
manager alive again. The robbery 
worked precisely as planned; it was com- 
pleted within ten minutes, and the ban- 
dit’s haul was $190,319.55. 

Forced at gunpoint to drive the 
stranger to an abandoned railroad tun- 
nel, the manager was told to get out and 
the bandit drove off alone. The car was 
later found by police a few blocks from 
the tunnel. A partial latent fingerprint, 
lifted from the rearview mirror, pro- 
vided one clue. Another was the chatty 
bandit’s remark that he once had 
worked in a bank but had quit when 
“the vice president’s daughter got mar- 
ried, and her husband got my job.” 
Thousands of interviews were con- 
ducted with banking officials to deter- 
mine if they could identify an employee 
who had left his job under such circum- 
stances. Months passed without results. 

Meanwhile copies of the partial la- 
tent fingerprint were circulated to FBI 
agents across the country. Almost a 
year had gone by when one day an FBI 
agent in New York City routinely mem- 
orized information concerning a George 
Patrick McKinney, aged 27, wanted for 
fleeing from California in 1952 to avoid 
prosecution for burglary. Something 
clicked in the agent’s memory. McKin- 


ney’s physical description, his one-time 
employment as a bank clerk, his finger- 
print all matched those of the lone rob- 
ber of the Floral Park bank! 

At about the same time a woman in 
Florida, examining the identification of 
McKinney on a post-office bulletin 
board, was soon telephoning the FBI’s 
Miami office to report that McKinney 
resembled a Wade Patrick Johnson, 
who once had owned an automobile 
agency in Jacksonville. G-men traced 
McKinney to a medical center in Jack- 
sonville; he, of course, denied any part 
in the bank robbery and his wife pro- 
vided an alibi by declaring they were 
honeymooning at the time. 

But there were contradictions in Mc- 
Kinney’s story and the girl’s; the FBI 
kept prodding. A Ronald Everett Mar- 
tin, who had been a friend of McKin- 
ney’s in both Florida and New York, 
led them in turn to Clifford Donald 
Oberkirch, an acquaintance of Martin’s 
who at one time had been a bookkeeper 
at the Floral Park bank. Thus the links 
were forged to trap all three conspira- 
tors and send them to jail. 

“Tips” to the FBI, vital in the solu- 
tion of numerous crimes, come from 
many sources. The woman who noticed 
the similarity between the posted iden- 
tification of McKinney and the owner 
of a Jacksonville automobile agency 
was surely a heroine in solving a bank 
robbery that had occurred more than a 
thousand miles away. 

An alert schoolboy in Ohio, sharpen- 
ing pencils near a classroom window, 
observed a car careening recklessly into 
the school parking lot; he pointed out 
the car and told FBI agents how two 
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DOTTED LINE INDICATES 
ROUTE BANDITS USED 
IN MAKING ROBBERY 


HOLDUP TOOK PLACE IN THIS 
ROOM, EMPLOYEES TIED HAND 
AND FOOT AROUND ROOM 




This diagram shows the second floor of Brink’s, Inc., at Boston where a gang of 
bandits staged the nation’s largest cash robbery on January 17, 1950. The eleven 
men involved netted a total of $ 1 ,2 1 8,2 1 1 , but diligent effort by the FBI eventually 
solved the case. 


Joseph J. (“Specs”) 
O’Keefe, member of the 
gang and chief witness 
in the state’s case 
against the bandits 
rounded up by the FBI 
in the Brink’s robbery, 
returns to jail after tes- 
timony. 

Wide World Photos. 

men had jumped out and ripped off 
masks. The result of the youngster’s 
tip: the quick apprehension of two 
gunmen involved in a $31,000 bank 
robbery. 

A different kind of informant eventu- 
ally solved the so-called “perfect crime” 
of January 17, 1950, when a group of 
armed Boston bandits, wearing Hallow- 
een-type masks, coolly walked away 
from Brink’s, Inc. with $1,218,211.29 


in cash and $1,557,183.83 in checks. 
The number of “tips” that poured into 
FBI offices concerning this crime ran 
into the hundreds; each was checked 
out carefully, but the field of suspects 
finally narrowed down to a gang of ten 
known criminals. 

These “birds of a feather” were far 
from happy once they had flocked to- 
gether; so bitter had grown their quar- 
rels that three attempts were made upon 
the life of Joseph James O’Keefe, one 
of the gang of suspects. Jailed for a pro- 
bation violation, O’Keefe brooded over 
his hatred for his former cronies until 
one day he was ready to strike back by 
telling all he knew. Of the ten others 
O’Keefe implicated, two were dead. 
The remaining eight were apprehended 
by the FBI, and so, after six years of 
intensive investigation, the “perfect 
crime” was foiled. 
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The FBI and Civil Rights 


Under recent civil rights laws, Con- 
gress has charged the FBI with a wide 
variety of new investigative responsibil- 
ities. Complaints alleging police bru- 
tality are one type of crime pursued by 
the Bureau in its efforts to insure for 
all citizens the rights and privileges 
guaranteed by the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States. The Civil 
Rights Act of 1960 also placed under 
FBI investigative responsibility crimes 
resulting from efforts to obstruct Fed- 
eral court orders by threats or force and 
the interstate transportation of explo- 
sives with the knowledge or intent to 
employ *such explosives to damage or 
destroy any property for “the purpose 
of interfering with its use for educa- 
tional, religious, residential, business, 
charitable, or civic objectives.” 

“Our investigations,” Hoover re- 
ported recently to Congress, “have led 
to the prosecution of many matters in 
the civil rights field. For. example,* the 
investigation growing out of the mur- 
der of Medgar Evers, field secretary, 
National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, who was 
shot and killed at Jackson, Miss., on 
June 12, 1963, extended to 48 of our 
55 field divisions. As a result of our 


investigation, a rifle, as well as the tel- 
escopic sight on the rifle, which was 
found in the vicinity of Evers’ home was 
traced to Byron de la Beckwith. Fur- 
ther, the FBI’s Identification Division 
identified a latent fingerprint found on 
the telescopic sight as being identical 
with the right index fingerprint of 
Beckwith.” 

Not all cases of civil rights investi- 
gated by the FBI involve Negroes 
— in Connecticut, for example, 1963 
brought a charge that a Mexican fam- 
ily was being held “in a condition of 
involuntary servitude” on a farm; the 
farmer was found guilty and sentenced. 
In Indiana two local police officers were 
found guilty of abusing a prisoner. 

The fact that civil rights have 
brought the FBI into bitter conflict with 
the Ku Klux Klan should surprise no 
one — G-men long have battled the 
illegal activities of Klansmen. A classic 
case occurred in the early 1950’s in 
North Carolina’s Columbus County. 
Here one night hooded Klan terrorists 
seized a woman and a boarder, and car- 
ried the pair across state lines into 
South Carolina before subjecting their 
captives to an unmerciful flogging. 

During the next three months, fifteen 



On June 23, 1963, the FBI released this photograph of the rifle which it considered to be the death weapon in 
the slaying of Medgar Evers. Circle and arrow show spot where fingerprint of Beckwith was found. 
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floggings by Klansmen were reported 
and no one who, for any reason, 
aroused the Klan’s ire could feel safe. 
FBI investigators, of course, were up 
against an old pattern — Klansmen 
were protected by their oath of secrecy 
and by a tendency on the part of their 
relatives and friends not to talk to “out- 
siders.” The FBI fought back in the 
only way possible, locating those in the 
community who were not in sympa- 
thy with the Klan’s terrorism, offering 
protection to those willing to supply 
information. On the morning of Feb- 
ruary 16, 1952, FBI agents made ten 
simultaneous arrests of those involved 
in the first floggings. 

Columbus County soon saw an end 
to Klan harassment because arrest was 
followed by the conviction of those re- 
sponsible for the crimes. The FBI was 
similarly rewarded following its investi- 
gation in 1964 of the bombing of the 
home of Iona Godfrey, a Negro living 
in Jacksonville, Florida. The culprit in 
this case was William Sterling Rose- 
crans, Jr., a 30-year-old Klansman who 
had participated in the bombing in 
order “to get out of a white school” 
Godfrey’s six-year-old son. Rosecrans 
was sentenced to seven years in prison. 

Klan activity today operates through 
four centers. The United Klans of 
America, headquartered in Birming- 
ham, Alabama, under the leadership of 
Imperial Wizard Robert Shelton and 
operating in eight states, may claim as 
many as 4,600 members; the White 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan is exclu- 
sively a Mississippi organization with 
perhaps 2,000 members; the Original 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan in Loui- 


siana has about 1,500 adherents; and 
probably less than 1,000 members be- 
long to the United Florida Ku Klux 
Klan. It is not numbers but intensity of 
objective that makes any “hate group” 
dangerous to civil rights: for example, 
the American Nazi Party under George 
Lincoln Rockwell, operating out of Ar- 
lington, Virginia, and the National 
States Rights Party under Edward 
Fields, operating out of Birmingham, 
Alabama, probably each have no more 
than 100 members spreading their doc- 
trines of violent contempt for Jews and 
Negroes. It is doubtful if any member 
of this lunatic fringe makes any move, 
anywhere, at any time without the FBI 
knowing in advance of his intent. 

Still, under law, against these groups 
the FBI, which is not a national police 
force, can only function as a fact-find- 
ing organization. Recently Director J. 
Edgar Hoover told Congress: “There 
are those who would have us ignore 
legally established jurisdictional lines 
just to appease pressure groups or oth- 
ers who feel we should be obligated to 
step in and handle matters which are 
not in our legal jurisdiction. Ironically, 
this would strike a blow at the rights, 
freedom, and liberty of all Americans 
— the very matter which these detrac- 
tors, claim they wish to protect.” 

Often wrongdoers in civil rights — 
even murderers, whose evidence of 
crime has been well established — are 
set free by local courts. But at least pub- 
lic opinion is awakened in such cases, 
and although education may work 
slowly, it builds solid foundations for a 
better future society. In an effort to 
create a healthier climate for this age 
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of America that is emerging, the FBI 
conducts hundreds of “special civil 
rights schools” at the request of local 
police officials where instruction is 
given in such subjects as the Constitu- 
tion, the Bill of Rights, rulings pertain- 
ing to arrests, searches and seizures, and 


other legal and investigative aspects of 
civil rights. Perhaps in time these edu- 
cational programs will make clear to 
every citizen why “the FBI handles civil 
rights cases and all other matters 
in its jurisdiction without apology to 
anyone.” 


A Career with the FBI 


At the close of 1964 the FBI em- 
ployed 14,565 persons — 6,278 males 
as special agents and 8,287 men and 
women as clerks, stenographers and 
technical assistants. There were 56 field 
offices located in the major cities of the 
United States (reaching from Anchor- 
age in Alaska to Miami, Florida, and 
from Honolulu in Hawaii to Albany, 
New York); there was a field office in 
San Juan, serving the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico. In addition, there were 
approximately 500 resident agencies 
(or suboffices) scattered throughout 


the nation; and FBI personnel served in 
liaison posts in eleven foreign countries. 

A boy who wishes a career as an FBI 
agent must prepare himself to meet cer- 
tain rigid requirements. He must have 
reached his twenty-third birthday on 
the date his application is filed; he must 


A special agent takes a photograph of a heel print 
left at the scene of a crime. 

Subsequently, a laboratory expert testifies as to his 
findings regarding the defendant’s heel print and the 
heel impression. 

45 




be a citizen of the United States and 
willing to serve in any part of the 
United States or its territorial posses- 
sions. He must be a graduate of a state- 
accredited resident law school or of a 
four-year resident college with a major 
in accounting and have at least three 
years of practical accounting and/or 
auditing experience. A “resident” 
school is one requiring personal at- 
tendance; and if an applicant is a grad- 
uate of a law or accounting school not 
requiring at least a resident junior col- 
lege degree as a prerequisite for admis- 
sion, then he must have received at least 
such a degree or its equivalent. 

There are as well rigid physical re- 
quirements. In height an applicant must 
stand 5 feet, 7 inches without shoes; he 
must have uncorrected vision of not less 
than 20/40 in one eye and at least 
20/ 50 in the weaker eye without glasses 
and at least 20/20 in each eye cor- 
rected. He must possess normal color 
vision and be able to hear ordinary con- 
versation at least 15 feet with each ear. 
He must be able to perform “strenuous 
physical exertion” and have no defects 
which would interfere with his use of 
firearms or with his “participation in 
raids, dangerous assignments or defen- 
sive tactics.” 

A boy who plans for a career in law 
enforcement — especially as an FBI 
special agent — cannot begin cultivat- 
ing the right personal habits too early 
in life. He must have courage, good 
sense, honest inclinations; he must be a 
team worker. Sports will help him de- 
velop physical fitness and participation 
in the programs of the Boy Scouts and 
Boys’ Clubs of America will teach him 



proper civic and social attitudes. The 
school safety patrol will give him a good 
background. And he must be willing to 
“hit those books” — most of all in such 
subjects as American history, sociology, 
psychology, chemistry, physics, crimi- 
nology, civics and government, English, 
report writing, business law, economics, 
public speaking, physical education, 
typing and shorthand. 

Many a special agent has prepared 
for his career by working for the FBI 
as a clerk after graduating from high 
school; in his off hours he has attended 
professional schools or neighboring uni- 
versities to meet the full requirements 
for becoming a G-man. The FBI has 
openings both for men and women as 
stenographers or in a number of labo- 
ratory positions; and for males only as 
radio operators and electronic-mainte- 
nance technicians. If you can go to 
Washington, visit FBI headquarters 
and see for yourself the scope and na- 
ture of the Bureau’s work. From Mon- 
day through Friday, excluding holidays, 
free guided tours lasting about an hour 
are offered from 9:15 a.m. to 4: 15 p.m. 
A new tour starts about every ten min- 
utes from the entrance of the Justice 
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riodically, veteran agents are given 
two-week retraining programs. Many 
subjects are studied: the Constitution, 
Federal criminal procedures, investiga- 
tive techniques and the collection, iden- 
tification and preservation of physical 
evidence; in addition, thorough training 
is provided in the use of firearms and 
defensive tactics. An FBI Academy is 
maintained in Quantico, Virginia. 

Each year the FBI National Acad- 
emy offers to outstanding law en- 
forcement officers from departments 
throughout the nation a twelve-week 
course of intensive instruction and, of 
course, thousands of other local law 
enforcement personnel are taught by 
FBI instructors in their home communi- 
ties the latest developments in the craft 
of effective modern crime detection. 



At the Marine Corps 
Base, Quantico, Va., 
FBI agents fire at sil- 
houette targets with 
their pistols. 


Building at 9th Street and Pennsylvania 
Avenue. 

The visitor to FBI Headquarters 
quickly absorbs the dedication of pur- 
pose on the part of employees that has 
become a Bureau tradition. Training 
never ceases : New agents receive a four- 
teen-week course of instruction and, pe- 



Good Business for the Nation 





The FBI’s unremitting war against 
crime represents a sound business in- 
vestment for the nation. In fiscal year 
1964, for example, the fines, savings 
and recoveries resulting from FBI cases 
amounted to $210,771,402 or a return 
of $1.43 for each $1.00 of direct funds 
appropriated to the Bureau. Since 1945 
more than 95 per cent of the cases in- 
vestigated by FBI men and brought 
before the courts have resulted in con- 
victions. Stolen automobiles recovered 
by the FBI- in fiscal year 1963 num- 
bered 19,192; the following year that 
figure rose to 19,856. 

Under our democratic process, each 


year the director of the Bureau must go 
before a committee of Congress and 
justify how the Bureau’s operations and 
programs benefit the public. Hard facts 
must be faced — crime in America is a 
deeply rooted conspiracy against the 
public that can only be held in check 
through constant vigilance. When al- 
most 13,000 convictions result in a sin- 
gle year from cases investigated by the 
FBI, the staggering dimensions of that 
conspiracy stand revealed; sentences 
imposed by the courts in these cases 
totaled 38,196 years. For the period 
from 1960 through 1963 a total of 168 
law enforcement officers were killed by 
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felons — the courage required to fight 
crime effectively is no myth. 

Nor, for that matter, is the Commu- 
nist conspiracy against the free world 
any myth — each year a considerable 
portion of the director’s report to Con- 
gress deals with this subject. The FBI 
reads Pravda, and when this official 
publication of the Soviet Communists 
devotes a full page to tributes showing 
“the solidarity of the Soviet Union” 
with the American Communists, the 
FBI believes it knows what it is up 
against. No phase of Communist activ- 
ity, as it is aimed against the American 
free system, escapes constant scrutiny: 
its publications are read, its recruiting 
activities among young people and 
Negro groups are followed closely, its 
“front groups” are pierced, and its es- 
pionage efforts are rooted out. Recently 
the director of the Bureau told his Con- 
gressional examiners: 

“To counter Communist reasoning 
we must have a basic understanding of 
Communist concepts and practices, plus 
a thorough understanding and appreci- 



ation of our own principles, traditions, 
and objectives. It is vitally important 
that we know what we stand for and 
why. This will, of course, give us the 
dedication and drive we need to counter 
the Communist challenge in the battle 
for the minds of men. To counter Com- 
munist actions requires rational, calm, 
constructive, and creative national and 
international action of our own directed 
against the root causes of communism, 
which include ignorance, poverty, dis- 
ease, economic dislocation, social injus- 
tices, racial discrimination, religious 
anemia, educational deficiencies, and 
corruption — political, labor, and busi- 
ness.” 

The primary task of the FBI, as John 
Edgar Hoover envisions it, is to keep 
America strong and free, youthful in 
spirit and alert to the danger of moral 
decay. He is fond of quoting His Emi- 
nence, Francis Cardinal Spellman: “We 
have no right to expect to keep our free- 
doms, if we ourselves do not faithfully 
and thankfully protect the soil and soul 
of America from those who have aban- 
doned God, and for God’s Command- 
ments have substituted their own code 
of inhumanity, greed, and violence.” He 
is fond also of quoting Astronaut John 
H. Glenn: “Freedom, devotion to God 
and country are not things of the past. 
They will never become old-fashioned.” 

One good reason why is the fact that 
the FBI is dedicated to their eternal 
preservation. 


Not all employees of the FBI are special agents or 
laboratory technicians. A large staff of specialized 
office workers is part of the complement. Here, one 
of them operates a machine for reproducing identi- 
fication records. 
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